Get to know your species!
Questions to get you started
Before you tackle your scientific research, form a hypothesis for each of the research questions based on your observations and prior knowledge. Below each research question are some other questions that will help to guide your thinking and research. Use these questions and your hypothesis as tools to guide your research, but your goal is to answer the 6 research questions.
Research Question #1.  What does your species eat? What eats it? 

Hypothesis:

Conclusion:

Guiding Questions:

· Where/what does it get its nutrients from?

· How does it eat?

· What nutrient resources are available in its habitat?

· Can you observe it eating? Can you search its habitat for evidence of food?

· What do you think eats it?

Research Question #2.  Where does your species live? Describe its habitat.

Hypothesis:

Conclusion:

Guiding Questions:

· Can you observe it in its natural habitat?

· Why does it live there?

· What resources does this habitat provide it for survival?

· Does it live in the same habitat year-round?
Research Question #3.  How does your species grow and change throughout its life?
Hypothesis:

Conclusion:

Guiding Questions:

· What does it look like when it’s young? As a juvenile (teenager)? As an adult?

· Can you find/see it in its natural habitat at different ages?

· Does it look the same year round?

· Does it change its looks? How?
· How does it reproduce?
Research Question #4.  How is your species adapted to life in Maine?

Hypothesis:

Conclusion:

Guiding Questions:
· Does it stay in Maine for every season?

· Does its habitat change?

· Can you find it in the spring/summer/fall/winter?

· What features does it have to help it survive in Maine (or a similar environment) and not elsewhere?

· What resources does the Maine environment provide it for survival?

Research Question #5.  Why is your species of interest to scientists? What questions are scientists asking about it? 

Hypothesis:

Conclusion:

Guiding Questions:
· How did you learn about this species?

· Where did that information come from?

· How was that information collected?

· Is there anything that you/scientists don’t know?

· Is there anything that scientists need/want to know?
Research Question #6.  How is your species connected to humans?

Hypothesis:

Conclusion:

Guiding Questions:

· What resources does it need to survive?

· What resources do you need to survive?

· Are any of these resources the same?

· Do humans use this species for anything/any purposes?

· Are you connected to this species in any other way?

· Does this species rely on humans for anything?
