LabVenture! Student Reflection Sheet

The Mystery of the X-Fish

Visit your personal LabVenture! website and reflect on your experience using the guidelines and questions below. You will be using the skills and knowledge that you gained during your LabVenture! experience to study a species within your watershed in depth.
What does the X-Fish Eat?

It’s not always easy to determine what an animal eats. It is rare that can scientists can observe animals eating in their natural habitat, and they don’t always have the opportunity to examine its stomach contents. During your LabVenture!: Mystery of the X-Fish program you examined an X-Fish specimen to gather clues about what it might eat. Based on this method, you made a hypothesis (an educated guess) about what an X-Fish eats. 
· Visit your LabVenture! website, What does the X-Fish eat page, and watch your team’s hypothesis video. 
· What prior knowledge did you need about X-Fish in order to form this hypothesis?
You will be using similar skills and knowledge later to form a hypothesis about what your species of choice eats…and what eats it!

Where are the X-Fish?

Some species live in very different habitats than us, making it difficult to see any connection that we may have to that species, and that species to us. During your LabVenture!: Mystery of the X-Fish program you got to play two different roles, one as a scientist, the other as a fisherman, as you examined the X-Fish.
· Visit your LabVenture! website, Where are the X-Fish page, and list the ways that scientists and fishermen work together to better understand the X-Fish.
· Can you think of any ways in which the X-Fish population is affected by the knowledge that fishermen and scientists have about it?
You will be determining connections between your species of choice and humans. Some connections may not be obvious, use this activity as inspiration to think outside of the box!

What is the X-Fish?

Every species has adaptations that make them unique and allow them to survive within their habitat. During your LabVenture!: Mystery of the X-Fish program, you examined the unique features of an X-Fish to identify it.  
· Visit your LabVenture! website, What is the X-Fish page, and examine the photos your team took of the X-Fish specimen. 
· You studied one species of fish closely, how do you think scientists tell different species apart?

You will be examining your species of choice in a similar way to discover the features that make it unique and the adaptations your species has that allows them to survive within their habitat. 

What does the X-Fish do?

Science wouldn’t exist if we didn’t have questions. Some questions we can answer…some we can’t…yet! During your LabVenture!: Mystery of the X-Fish program, you observed schooling fish and made observations. 
· Visit your What does the X-Fish do page on your LabVenture! website,  and watch your team’s observation video.
· Turn your team’s observations into questions.
· Watch the underwater videos that you captured during your investigation. Do you have any new observations? Any new questions?
You will be asking and answering a lot of different questions about your species of choice. The skills you used here will help you to refine your questions, find answers, and discover some of the questions that scientists still have about your species.

