LabVenture! Student Reflection Sheet

Lobster: Untold Tales
Visit your personal LabVenture! website and reflect on your experience using the guidelines and questions below. You will be using the skills and knowledge that you gained during your LabVenture! experience to study a species within your watershed in depth.
What do Larval Lobsters Eat?

It’s not always easy to determine what an animal eats. It is rare that can scientists can observe animals eating in their natural habitat, and they don’t always have the opportunity to examine its stomach contents. During your LabVenture!: Lobster Untold Tales experience, you heard from up to 3 of 4 different scientists about the various methods that can be used to determine what Larval Lobsters eat (you can watch all 4 of these videos on your personal website). Based on these methods and your knowledge of a Larval Lobster’s habitat, you made a hypothesis (an educated guess) about what Larval Lobsters eat. 
· Visit your LabVenture! website, What do Larval Lobsters eat page, and watch the videos about different methods used to study larval lobsters and your team’s hypothesis video. 

· What prior knowledge did you need about Larval Lobsters in order to form this hypothesis?

You will be using similar skills and knowledge later to form a hypothesis about what your species of choice eats…and what eats it!

Lobstering for a Living

Lobstering is one of the most valuable fishing industries on the east coast of the United States and Canada. For more than 100 years, Maine lobstermen have worked together to develop and enforce rules to make sure there are enough lobsters to keep their businesses strong.
· Visit your LabVenture! website, Lobstering for a Living page, and brainstorm connections between humans and lobsters.

· How do scientists and lobstermen work together to better understand lobsters? 
You will be determining connections between your species of choice and humans. Some connections may not be obvious, use this activity as inspiration to think outside of the box!

Lobster Adaptations

Every species has adaptations that make them unique and allow them to survive within their habitat. During your LabVenture!: Lobster Untold Tales program, you examined the various adaptations that adult lobsters have to help them grow and change, protect themselves, or migrate. 
· Visit your LabVenture! website, Lobster Adaptations page, and examine the photos your team took of adult lobster adaptations. 
· You studied one species of Lobsters closely, how do you think scientists tell different species apart?

You will be examining your species of choice in a similar way to discover the features that make it unique and the adaptations your species has that allows them to survive within their habitat. 

Lobster Research Methods

Science can be tricky! Scientists need to be inventive about ways that they approach studying different species. During your LabVenture!: Lobster Untold Tales program, you learned about three different ways that scientists study the habitats that lobsters prefer, and you got to try out two of these yourselves. 
· Visit your LabVenture! website, Lobster Research Methods page, and watch the three videos about different methods scientists use to study lobster habitat. 
· List a pro and con of each method that scientists use to study lobster habitat.
You will be investigating your species of choice to find out where it lives, what it eats, its different life stages, and adaptations. As you learn more about your species, think about the various ways that you can discover (or that scientists have discovered) this information.

