Get to know yourself as a species!

Questions to get you started

It is easy to forget that we are also a part of the animal kingdom and are considered a species, a mammal, part of food webs, and influence what happens to other species such as trees, birds, bugs, worms, fish, deer, etc. 

Today, you are going to do a scientific study of yourself! You have 6 research questions to answer. These are the same ones that you answered about your species of choice in Species Investigation, but this time you are the subject! Use the questions below as a tool or guide to get you thinking. Have fun learning about yourself as a representative of the human species!

Note: Before you tackle your scientific research, form a hypothesis for each of the research questions based on your observations and prior knowledge. Below each research question are some other questions that will help to guide your thinking and research. Use these questions and your hypothesis as tools to guide your research, but your goal is to answer the 6 research questions.

Research Question #1.  Where do humans live?

Hypothesis:

Conclusion:

Guiding Questions:

· Describe a human’s habitat.

· Why do humans live there?

· What resources does this habitat provide humans for survival?

· Do humans live in the same habitat year-round?
· Where are humans most abundant? What is their preferred range?

Research Question #2.  What do humans eat? What eats humans? 

Hypothesis:

Conclusion:

Guiding Questions:

· Where/what do humans get nutrients from?

· How do humans eat?

· What nutrient resources are available in a human’s habitat?

· Can you observe a human eating? Can you search a human’s habitat for evidence of food?

· What do you think eats humans??
Research Question #3.  How do humans grow and change throughout their life?

Hypothesis:

Conclusion:

Guiding Questions:

· What do humans look like when they’re young? As a baby, teenager, adult, and senior citizen?

· Can you find/see humans in their natural habitat at different ages?

· Do humans look the same year round?

Research Question #4.  How are humans adapted to life in Maine?

Hypothesis:

Conclusion:

Guiding Questions:
· Do humans stay in Maine for every season?

· Does a human’s habitat change throughout the year? How does this affect behavior?

· What adaptations do humans have to help them survive in Maine (or a similar environment year-round)?

· What resources does the Maine environment provide humans for survival?

Research Question #5.  Why are humans of interest to scientists? What questions are scientists asking about humans? 

Hypothesis:

Conclusion:

Guiding Questions:
· How did you learn about humans?

· Where did that information come from?

· How was that information collected?

· Is there anything that you/scientists don’t know about how humans interact with their habitats and the other species within them?

· Is there anything that scientists need/want to know about how humans interact with their habitats and other species?
Research Question #6.  How are humans connected to the species you chose to study?

Hypothesis:

Conclusion:

Guiding Questions:

· What resources do you need to survive?

· What resources did the watershed species you studied need for survival?
· Are any of these resources the same?

· Do humans use this species for anything/any purposes?

· Does this species rely on humans for anything? Benefit in any way from human use of their habitat?
